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peiidence.     But  we   are  not  acquainted  with
any English  writer  or  politician  of the  very
slightest   consideration   or   responsibility   who
has committed himself to the astounding pro-
position, that popularly elected legislatures are
infallible.    Who   has   ever   advanced   such   a
doctrine*?    Further,  "It  requires   some   atten-
tion to facts to see how widely spread is the
misgiving    as    to    the    absolute    wisdom   of
popularly   elected   chambers."     We    are    not
surprised at the misgiving.    But after reason-
able  attention  to  facts, we   cannot recall any
publicist,  whom it  could   be worth  while  to
spend five minutes in refuting, who has ever
said  that  popularly elected  chambers  are  ab-
solutely   wise.     Again,   we    should   like   the
evidence    for   the   statement    that    popularly
elected  Houses  "do  not  nowadays  appeal  to
the wise deduction from experience, as old as
Aristotle,  which  no  student  of   constitutional
history will deny, that  the   best  constitutions
are  those  in which  there  is  a  large  popular
element.    It is a  singular proof of the wide-
spread influence of the speculations of Rousseau
that although very few First Chambers really